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Support Needed 

Students with disabilities, including those with intellectual disabilities and autism, may have difficulty independently 

acquiring new skills or correctly performing skills already acquired. 
 

Proposed Intervention 

Response prompting is an error reducing intervention that combines prompts with systematic instructional strategies 

that can be used to support students to correctly perform a skill or behaviour. Prompts are ordered in a hierarchy from 

least to most intrusive: verbal (direct or indirect), gestural, model, and physical (full or partial). To encourage students 

to perform the skill or behaviour independently, more intrusive prompts should be replaced by the use of less intrusive 

prompts over time and all prompts should be faded over sessions. Prompts can be delivered through various systematic 

instructional strategies, including: graduated guidance, constant time delay, progressive time delay, simultaneous 

prompting, the system of least prompts, and most-to-least prompting. 
 

Theoretical Rationale 

Response prompting can be individualised to support acquisition or performance of skills and behaviours before 

expecting correct responses without assistance. Response prompting can be used to provide consistent support across 

a variety of skills. 
 

Research Evidence 

There is a large body of evidence demonstrating the effectiveness of response prompting strategies for students with 

and without disabilities, but particularly for students with autism and moderate to severe disabilities. These strategies 

have been shown to be effective across various discrete and chained skills (e.g., in mathematics, reading, daily living 

skills, vocational skills), ages, settings, and when delivered by various instructors. There is stronger evidence available 

for some strategies (i.e., time delay, simultaneous prompting, and most-to-least prompting) than others (i.e., graduated  

guidance, least-to-most prompting). 
 

Conclusion 

There is sufficient evidence that supports the use of response prompting strategies to increase correct responses and 

decrease errors in responding. Additional research is required to confirm the effectiveness of some of the less 

systematic approaches to prompting. 
 

Verdict 

Instructors can confidently use constant time delay, simultaneous prompting, and most-to-least response prompting 

strategies for students with disability. Other strategies, such as graduated guidance and least-to-most prompting should 

be used with caution. 
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