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Support Needed 

Learners may need to be provided with information about how to perform a new behaviour or skill using a strategy that 

allows for prompt fading or removal as instruction advances. 
 

Proposed Intervention 

Simultaneous prompting is a near errorless evidence-based strategy that involves two types of daily trials, probe trials 

and instructional trials. Simultaneous prompting begins with probe trials, where a target stimulus is presented but 

response prompts and response correction are not provided. These trials are used to evaluate learner acquisition of a 

behaviour or skill. Instructional trials, delivered after several probe trials, involve the delivery of a response prompt (e.g., 

verbal, visual, physical) at the same time that the target stimulus is presented. Therefore, a zero-second delay is imposed 

so that learners do not have the opportunity to provide an unprompted response. Instructional trials involve praising of 

correct responses and correction of incorrect responses and continue until the targeted behaviour or skill is achieved. 
 

Theoretical Rationale 

Simultaneous prompting allows learners to receive prompts before they respond, minimising the errors made by the 

learner during instruction. Being a near-errorless learning strategy, simultaneous prompting provides learners with 

increased opportunities for reinforcement and decreases chances of learner errors resulting in a more positive teaching 

and learning experience. Further, simultaneous prompting eliminates some of the complexities of other response 

prompting strategies, such as the feedback protocol associated with time delay procedures. 
 

Research Evidence 

There is a strong evidence base that confirms that simultaneous prompting is an effective strategy when teaching both 

discrete and chained skills to learners with moderate to severe disabilities. A large proportion of this research has 

involved teaching reading skills (e.g., sight word recognition, phonics, novel-word reading) to learners with intellectual 

disabilities. There is, however, a growing body of literature that compares the effectiveness and efficiency of constant 

time-delay instruction and simultaneous prompting. While both strategies have been shown to be effective, 

simultaneous prompting has been found to be a more time efficient strategy, resulting in the need for fewer trial 

sessions and fewer prompted errors during instructional trials. 
 

Conclusion 

Simultaneous prompting has proven to be an effective strategy to teach new skills or behaviours to learners with and 

without disabilities. This response promoting strategy has been successfully used to teach both discrete and chained 

skills with adequate levels of skill generalisation and maintenance. 
 

Verdict 

Special educators can confidently use simultaneous prompting as a relatively efficient strategy to support near errorless 

instruction for learners needing support to perform new skills or behaviours. 
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