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Support Needed 

Individuals with disabilities may need prompted support to successfully perform all the steps within a chained task or 

would benefit from attempting a skill independently before receiving support to perform the desired skill.  
 

Proposed Intervention 

The system of least prompts (SLP), also known as least-to-most prompting, is a systematic prompt-fading procedure 

that makes use of a pre-determined hierarchy of at least three prompts during implementation, beginning with the least 

intrusive prompt and increasing the level of assistance through the provision of additional and more intrusive prompts. 

An example would be a prompt hierarchy that progresses from a gestural prompt, to a verbal prompt, and then a physical 

prompt. The SLP is particularly well suited to the teaching and mastery of chained tasks (e.g., making a cup of tea) as 

it allows learners to attempt a set of steps independently before receiving support to perform any remaining steps.  
 

Theoretical Rationale 

To support skill acquisition, educators commonly offer verbal, gestural, or physical response prompts during instruction. 

These prompts act as additional stimuli that increase the probability of correct learner responses and reinforce desired 

behaviours. The SLP provides a systematic approach to delivering response prompts, where the learner is always given 

the opportunity to respond to natural cues independently first. This allows for the learner’s current level of performance 

to be assessed so that an appropriate prompt is delivered. 
 

Research Evidence 

Research has confirmed the effective use of SLP to teach both chained and discrete skills to individuals with and without 

disabilities. These findings have been demonstrated in research involving early childhood, primary, secondary, and post-

secondary participants. Research has demonstrated that SLP is a popular and easy response prompting procedure that 

has been shown to be particularly successful for chained skills. However, when compared to other response approaches 

(e.g., constant time-delay), the SLP is considered less efficient and may lead to increased opportunities for error. 
 

Conclusion 

The SLP is a flexible response prompting approach that allows educators to select appropriate prompt types and levels 

of prompt intensity in response to learner performance. Research has confirmed the effectiveness of the SLP while also 

reporting the popularity of the approach among educators. 
 

Verdict 

Special educators can confidently use the SLP as an effective way to support individuals with disabilities in learning 

skills, although, other response prompting strategies may be considered by educators due to their efficiency. 
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